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Dear [Stakeholder’s Name],
I am reaching out to share some important information about several proposed legislative changes to our recording services. This is a joint effort of the Iowa County Recorders Association and the Iowa Land Records system, and it is aimed at maintaining and improving recording services while also simplifying recording fees. Earlier this year we surveyed our customers and users, and they provided us with guidance on how we could make the recording process easier and more consistent. 
There are three basic goals for this initiative.
1. A reasonable increase in recording fees. Base recording fees have not been updated in 40 years.
2. The simplification of recording fees by eliminating several add on fees. Fees for additional transactions and other “add on” fees are being eliminated.
3. Policy and program changes to modernize and improve recording and land records services.
Going forward, the base recording fee would be $10 per page. If enacted, it would likely be effective on July 1, 2025. This simple recording fee will ensure that we can continue to offer high-quality services, support the evolving needs of the real estate industry, and maintain Iowa’s statewide system for electronic recording and land record searching.
· Access to Enhanced Services: Customers and users will benefit from improved search tools and continued free access to over 23 million records.
· Simplified Fee Structure: The streamlined fee structure will make it easier to predict costs when preparing documents for recording, and reduce confusion associated with additional, variable fees. Recording fees for large documents would be capped.
· Increased Efficiency: The maintenance of Iowa’s statewide electronic recording system, coupled with updated document formatting and recording standards will ensure smoother and faster recording.
· Statewide Property Notification System: This new service will use the statewide system to notify relevant parties about property-related updates, such as lien filings or mortgage releases.
· Increased Access to Records: Customers and users will gain more direct access to a greater volume of property data, including historic surveys and information linked to other property information systems.
We are confident that these improvements will better serve both the public and industry professionals in recording services. I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you and answer any questions or receive any comments you may have regarding this initiative. 
Please find attached our Recording Fee Initiative handout with more information on the proposal.
Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,

[County Recorder’s Name/Signature]
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